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Code of Conduct

Players « Coaches « Spectators

Hoopfest is a youth basketball tournament built on respect, enjoyment, development, and
community. All participants and attendees are expected to uphold the highest standards of
behaviour to ensure a safe, inclusive, and positive environment for everyone.

By participating in or attending Hoopfest, all players, coaches, and spectators agree to abide
by this Code of Conduct.

1. Hoopfest values - Hoopfest is guided by the following principles:

Respect for the game, officials, and each other
Integrity in behaviour and decision-making
Enjoyment and positive experiences for young people
Development over outcomes

Community and shared responsibility

2. General expectations - All participants & attendees must:

Treat players, coaches, officials, volunteers, and spectators with respect.
Accept referee decisions without confrontation or abuse

Refrain from discriminatory, abusive, or aggressive behaviour

Act in a way that reflects positively on basketball and the Hoopfest community
Follow all tournament rules, venue policies, and staff instructions

3. Player code of conduct - All players must:

Respect the Game - Play within the rules at all times
Agree to no taunting, bullying, intimidation, or retaliation
No discriminatory language or behaviour

Display positive body language and self-control
Encourage teammates constructively

Represent their club with pride on and off the court

Play safely and avoid dangerous play

Report injuries or welfare concerns immediately

Follow safeguarding guidance and instructions

4. Coach code of conduct - All coaches must:

Lead by example in behaviour and communication

Promote respect, fairness, and sportsmanship - Take responsibility for the conduct of
their players

Respect for Officials - Accept referee decisions calmly and professionally - No public
criticism or confrontation of officials
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Raise concerns through tournament organisers only

Player Development & Welfare - Prioritise player safety, wellbeing, and enjoyment
Promote learning, effort, and teamwork over results

Use appropriate language and behaviour at all times

Never tolerate abuse, bullying, or discrimination

Support tournament staff and volunteers

Adhere to safeguarding and tournament policies

5. Spectator Code of Conduct - All spectators must:

Encourage players positively from the sidelines

Applaud effort, skill, and sportsmanship from both teams

Allow coaches to coach and officials to officiate

Respect Officials & participants - Accept referee decisions without comment or
complaint - No verbal abuse, swearing, or aggressive behaviour

Be positive role models for young people

Demonstrate respect in victory and defeat

Remain in designated spectator areas

6. Zero tolerance policy - Hoopfest operates a zero-tolerance approach to:
Abuse of referees or officials, discriminatory language or behaviour, aggressive, threatening,
or intimidating conduct and unsporting behaviour that undermines the event

7. Safeguarding participants and reporting of concerns

Immediate Risk - If a child is in immediate danger, contact emergency services
immediately and inform the Hoopfest Welfare Officer as soon as possible.
Tournament Safeguarding - A designated Hoopfest Welfare Officer will be present at
all venues and available to contact and discuss any concerns. The Welfare Officer will
then follow guidance if further conversations are required and escalate in line with
policy.

Safeguarding concerns must be reported promptly - all concerns will be logged and
managed in line with Basketball England procedures.

Where appropriate, concerns may be escalated to: - Basketball England Safeguarding
Team - Club Welfare Officers - Statutory agencies.

8. Disciplinary procedures breaches of this policy may result in:

Verbal or written warnings

Technical fouls or bench sanctions

Removal from games or venues

Suspension or expulsion from Hoopfest

Referral to Basketball England disciplinary processes

Serious incidents will be reported to Basketball England and may result in further
action beyond the tournament.
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9. Equality, Diversity & Inclusion - Hoopfest is committed to ensuring:
e Equal opportunity for all participants
e Zero tolerance for discrimination based on race, gender, disability, religion, sexuality,
or background
e A welcoming environment for all members of the basketball community

10. Our commitment: Hoopfest is more than a competition; it is a celebration of basketball,
community, and positive experiences for young people. Everyone involved shares
responsibility for upholding this Code of Conduct and ensuring Hoopfest remains a safe,
respectful, and inspiring event for all.

Acknowledgement:
By registering, participating in, or attending Hoopfest, all individuals confirm their
understanding and acceptance of this Code of Conduct.
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